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SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS AT SAC STATE 


AND THE STATE HORNET PRESENT: 


OVERING #MET0 








THREE PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS DISCUSS 
ONE OF THE BIGGEST STORIES OF THE YEAR 


Wednesday, April 4 | 7-9 p.m. | Del Norte Hall 1004 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


PARKING STRUCTURE V: Parking 


Structure V will continue construction 

as usual even with the contract expiring 
on April 5 between Sacramento State 
and contractor Clark Pacific, according 
to Tania Nunez, a project manager in 
Facilities Management. Nunez said that 
even though it could take about two weeks 
to renegotiate the contract, construction 
will continue. Each extra day could cost 
the school $5,500. Sac State stated in a 
Facebook post earlier that the earliest the 
structure will be completed is May 8. “I 
would like seniors to be able to park at 
least once or twice in the new garage be- 
fore they graduate,” Nunez said. 


‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA 


On a post about this year’s Associated Stu- 
dents, Inc. elections, Facebook user Karlos 
Santos-Coy commented, “How is it no one 
wants to get paid to decide how to spend mil- 
lions of dollars? Get your friends to run!” Let 
us know what you think at Facebook.com/StateHornet. 





On March 31, former Sacramento Kings 
. player Matt Barnes led a march for Sephon 
Clark and Joseph Mann, who died in 2016. 
Our reporter Dominique Walker tweeted live 
from the event and posted a video of Barnes 
speaking at the march. Follow @TheStateHornet for more 
live updates of news and events on campus. 





At a vigil for Stephon Clark on March 31, a 

61-year-old woman was struck by a Sacramen- 

to Sheriff’s Department vehicle. See our video 

with footage and interviews from the scene at 

Youtube.com/ User/StateHornet. 
To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 
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Sacramento State sophomore Jaelyn Singleton speaks to a group gathered at the Library Quad during a rally on Tuesday, April 3 regarding the police-involved shooting of Stephon Clark. 
Singleton was the first of several students, faculty and other demonstrators to voice their concerns and opinions toward an audience which included Sac State President Robert Nelsen. 


PROTESTS STRETCH INTO SECOND WEEK 


SAC STATE STUDENTS HOLD DEMONSTRATION TO DEMAND “JUSTICE FOR STEPHON CLARK’ 


The State Hornet 
@ TheStateHornet 





In the latest of a series of pro- 
tests that have shaken Sacramen- 
to since the fatal police shooting 
of 22-year-old unarmed _ black 
man Stephon Clark, more than 
100 Sacramento State students 
marched on campus ‘Tuesday, de- 
manding that policing strategies 
be reformed. 


The protest was initially or- 
ganized by Monica Linhthasack. 
Linhthasack, a sociology major, 
said she was tired of watching so- 
cial injustices go on in the country 
and wants students to take action. 

“We aren’t going to allow that 
here in California as students,” 
Linhthasack said. 

Linhthasack set up shop on a 
bench last week with sign-making 
materials; at Tuesday’s march, stu- 
dents held placards saying “Black 


Lives Matter” and chanted “say 
his name.” 

One of those students was Jan- 
ay Ezekwe, who said she came be- 
cause she was “tired.” 

“In less than two seconds (the 
police) started shooting,” Ezekwe 
said. “I don’t want to see this hap- 
pen anymore.” 

Sac State President Robert 
Nelsen, who was in attendance at 
the protest, said that he supports 
the students. 


“This is a tragic situation,” he 
said. “I’m proud of our students 
for coming together. We’re here to 
listen to them. We’re here to try to 
transform this world and make it a 
better place.” 

A small counter-protest was 
staged by four people as dem- 
onstrators spoke in the Library 
Quad. ‘Two counter-protesters 
held up a “thin blue line” flag, of- 
ten used by the Blue Lives Matter 
movement, which has a conten- 


+ 


tious relationship with Black Lives 
Matter. Another also held a sign 
that read “we support law enforce- 
ment officers.” 

Counter-protesters said they 
attended to “show support for law 
enforcement.” 

“There’s no support for police 
officers nowadays,” said Sac State 
student Charles Serna. “It’s very 
limited — even the people here 
today, they didn’t want us here.” 
The protest briefly turned tense 
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NICK MINGES - The State Hornet 


Wanda Cleveland, 61, cradles her head after being struck by a Sacramento County Sheriff's Department vehicle at a vigil for Stephon Clark on Saturday, March 31. 


when one student, Corey Hop- 
kins, began to kick at part of the 
counter-protester’s display which 
featured images of police officers 
killed in the line of duty. 

“They kill us,” Hopkins said. 

Other protesters urged Hop- 
kins to stop. 

“You let those people pro- 
test,” Sac State student Angileena 
Hayes said to Hopkins. “Don’t be 
like them.” 


A city in tumult 

Clark, a father of two, was shot 
at 20 times by officers on the night 
of March 18 in his grandparents’ 
backyard, where he was living, 
While the officers said he was 
shot because they thought he was 
armed, it turned out that Clark 
only had a cell phone. 

Police had been called to the 


neighborhood after it was report- 





“This is happening everywhere. This isn't just happening in Sacramento.” 


- Arick Holts 


Sacramento State student 





ed to 911 that someone was break- 
ing car windows. 

A series of downtown protests 
shut down the I-5 freeway on the 
Thursday and Friday following the 
shooting and prevented basketball 
fans from entering the Golden | 
Center for a Sacramento Kings 
game against the Atlanta Hawks. 
It was announced on March 27 
that the California Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office would be taking over 
the investigation. 

That night a special city coun- 
cil meeting turned raucous after 
Stephon Clark’s brother Stevante 


appeared, sat on Mayor Darrell 
Steinberg’s dais and said of him 
“he’s not the mayor no more.” 
Steinberg called a recess, but 
ended the meeting early after a 
crowd of demonstrators moved 
from city hall to the Golden | 
Center, again blocking entrance 
to a Kings game. 
that protest, the 
Kings organization announced a 
multi-year partnership with Black 
Lives Matter Sacramento and the 
Build. Black. Coalition to fund ed- 
ucation for black youth and eco- 
nomic development projects. 


Following 


Clark’s South Sacramento 
funeral on Thursday was. stand- 
ing-room only and featured a ser- 
mon from the Rev. Al Sharpton, 
in which he said that “we will nev- 
er let you forget the name of Ste- 
phon Clark until we get justice.” 

‘The results of an autopsy were 
released the following day that 
showed that Clark was shot eight 
times — six of those in the back. It 
took up to 10 minutes for Clark to 
die after the shooting, according 
to Dr. Bennet Omalu, who per- 
formed the autopsy. 


Ex-Kings player leads 
demonstration 

Leaders from Sacramento and 
the National Action Network, 
along with the families of Clark 
and Joseph Mann — a mentally ill 
and homeless black man shot by 
police in 2016 — marched down- 
town and spoke about long-term 
goals and policy demands on Sat- 
urday at a protest led by former 
Kings forward and Sacramento 
native Matt Barnes. 

“It’s something that needs to 
be talked about and I think peo- 
ple with bigger platforms such 
as myself should be doing this,” 
Barnes said. “This is a worldwide 
situation and this is something 
we are not going to allow to be 
dismissed.” 


Continued on page 6 








< NEWS: 


Continued from page 5 





Barnes announced that with 
the Kings help, he was creating a 
scholarship for Clark’s children, 
Aiden and Ciaro. 

The initial plan is to ensure 
that Clark’s children, who were in 
attendance, can get all the funding 
for a college education that they 
need. 

“Tm working with the team 
though to take this nationally — 
not just for them because this is 
a nationwide problem,” Barnes 
said. 

Barnes said that he feels he 
is uniquely situated to work as a 
community leader, and said he can 
work with city and “gang leaders.” 

Protester and father Chris Ad- 
ams fears for his son because of 
police brutality. 

“T had to deal with it,” he said. 
“So of course I think they will 
have to deal with it and that’s the 
worst fear ever.” 

“This is happening every- 
where,” said protester and Sac 
State business administration se- 
nior Arick Holts. “This isn’t just 
happening in Sacramento. This 
theme of being shot illicitly for do- 
ing nothing because the color of 
your skin should be able to stop.” 

The Rev. Shane Harris from 
the National Action Network led 
events and laid out the goals of 
the event, which he said was to 
continue Clark’s dream of being a 
good father, to convict the officers 
who shot Clark and to put direct 
pressure on police to change their 
foot-pursuit policies. 

“Today we come unified to say 
that the killing of black and brown 
men in America is the new lynch- 
ing and we come to shut it down,” 
Harris said. 

Speakers also called for better 
mental health care policies. Mann 
was shot after 911 calls about his 
erratic behavior in public. 

Speakers also brought up 
Clark’s brother, Stevante, whose 
public behavior has drawn crit- 
icism, saying he was diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress disorder 
after his older brother was also a 
victim of gun violence. 

“We need a resource center. 
Where are the mental health pro- 
fessionals?” said family friend Ja- 


milia’ Cand: “He needs help.” ~ ~~ 
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Sete 
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A family friend of Stephon Clark, Jamilia Land, addresses the crowd at the March and Rally for Action at Cesar Chavez Plaza on March 31. Land was 
at the event, led by former Sacramento Kings player Matt Barnes, to speak about Clark's death. 


Stevante was at the plaza 
before the event began but be- 
came agitated as crowds flocked 
around Barnes calling the event a 
photo-op. 

Clark marched to a_ bench 
where homeless people sat and 
shouted “these are the people you 
need to be talking to, these are the 
people you need to be helping, 
they smell like piss. ’m going to 
come back with my people.” 


Sheriffs department car hits 
woman at candlelit vigil 
After the Barnes rally, a can- 

dlelit vigil turned violent when 

a Sacramento County Sheriffs 

Department vehicle ran into a 

woman. 

A sheriffs deputy who had 
been repeating “back away from 
my vehicle” into his megaphone 
started driving, knocking the 
woman to the curb. 

A friend of the victim iden- 
tified her as 61-year-old Wanda 
Cleveland. Witnesses said Cleve- 





“In less than two seconds (the 
police) started shooting. | don’t want 
to see this happen anymore.” 


- Janay Ezekwe 


Sacramento State student 





land was standing close to the 
curb when the vehicle hit her on 
the right leg. Cleveland landed on 
her hip and shoulder and hit her 
head. 

She couldn’t move her head 
and she has a prior medical con- 
dition, according to Cleveland’s 
friend Ava Nadal, who witnessed 
the incident. Cleveland was trans- 
ported to the hospital. 

In a statement released early 
Sunday, the Sheriffs Department 
said Cleveland sustained “minor 
injuries.” 

“The County 


Sheriffs Department is conduct- 


Sacramento 


ing an internal review of the inci- 
dent and the California Highway 


sion,’ the department said. 

The department said protesters 
had been “yelling while pounding 
and kicking the vehicles’ exterior” 
and that the vehicle “sustained 
scratches, dents, and a shattered 
rear window.” 

“The damage to the vehicle 
was not a result of the collision 
involving the pedestrian but was 
caused by vandals in the crowd,” 
the department said. 

Protesters began to chant “hit- 
and-run” after Cleveland was 
struck. 

In a press conference on Mon- 
day, Sacramento County Sheriff 
Scott Jones suggested that “paid 


rotesters’ had “inflamed” the 
p 


evidence to support this claim, 
Jones simply said that “you’ll no- 
tice the same cadre of protesters 
at every protest, sometimes in oth- 
er states.” 

Dashcam video of the incident 
was also shown at the press con- 
ference, though the Department 
said they will not be releasing the 
video. 

Protests are set to continue in 
Sacramento, including a Black 
Matter 
scheduled to take place outside of 


Lives demonstration 
the District Attorney’s office on 
Wednesday, April 4. 

Reporting contributed by Emily 
Rabasto, Will Coburn, Dominique 
Walker, John Nelmar and Oscar Rzo- 
dhewicz from downtown Sacramento; 
Nick Minges, Jordyn Dollarhide and 
Yaayra Gonzalez from South Sacramen- 
to; and Thomas Frey, Robert Sanchez, 
Clanssa Pacheco, Dayla Cook, Barbara 
Harvey and John Ferrannini from Sac- 


ramento State. 
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After Stephon Clark was fatally shot on March 18 by Sacramento 








€€ HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
POLICING REFORMED IN SACRAMENTO? »? 






police, calls for action have been raised in Sacramento on an al- 





most daily basis. We asked Sacramento State students how they Vincent Moleski 
would like police policy to change. Tell us what you think by using @VO_Moleski 
the hashtag #SacStateSays on social media. 

#SacStateSays 











“| just feel like maybe 


“| feel like the problem “| think that there needs “| would like to see alot —_ the police should actually 
is more with the justice to be accountability for “| don’t think all po- more community polic- just take responsibility, 
system in general as actions. | feel like the lice abuse the system ing. With me being from _and that’s pretty much it. 
opposed to just like a police definitely get but (we need) a checks South Sacramento, we Just take responsibility | 
regional thing. | don’t away with a lot of things, and balances system to don't get a lot of that, and be mindful of other 
know exactly where | and I’m not sure why really make sure that so a lot more communi- people's backgrounds 
stand on the issue, be- they're allowed to turn things that are prob- ty-based policing, which — like where they’re 
cause | do see that police off body cams and mics, lems with citizens and is police being involved coming from. | feel like 
brutality is a roblem, and whatnot. | feel like | police enforcement in community events, to become a leader in a 
and | do believe it is that should be some- can be checked on and being more available community, you should 
because of our system.” thing that you shouldn’t dealt with in the ap- to the public eye, rath- know your community.” 
be able to turn off.” propriate manner.” er than just policing.” 
- Emily Miyaoka - Khalil Javed - Tom Groome ' Keylen Newsome - Keyana Austin 
Deaf studies Computer engineering Business administration Economics Sociology and mathematies 
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@daylapearl 





Sacramento State’s College 
of Continuing Education has re- 
cently implemented a new degree 
completion program in collabora- 
tion with the College of Arts and 
Letters. 

The new program intends to 
support former students who were 
majoring in any discipline within 
the College of Arts and Letters 
and had to leave college just short 
of graduation. 

Designed to provide flexibility 
in its studies, the program will offer 
‘an opportunity for non-traditional 
students to earn a bachelor’s de- 
gree in arts and letters. 

Michelle Foss-Snowden, a pro- 
fessor of communication studies, is 
the faculty liaison for the new pro- 
gram, serving as a intermediary 
for the College of Arts and Letters 
and the College of Continuing 
Education. 

Foss-Snowden’s duties include 
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helping the arts and letters faculty 
get courses ready for online deliv- 
ery while also helping the staff at 
the College of Continuing Edu- 
cation create a program that stays 
true to arts and letters standards 
and ideals. 

“We would love to see this 
program help people reach their 
goals,” Foss-Snowden said. “There 
are so many individuals in the re- 
gion who have given up on having 
a bachelor’s degree. We want to 
find as many of them as possible 
and show them that achieving that 
goal is within reach — closer than 
they thought.” 

Program Manager Gabe Her- 
nandez said anywhere between 
1,200 and 1,500 students drop out 
of the University every year, cre- 
ating a need for “alternative path- 
ways’ to finish a degree. 

“Sometimes life gets in the way, 
you know?” Hernandez said. 

According to Hernandez, not 
enough classes are offered for stu- 
dents to finish in the amount of 


time that the University would like 





SUMMER 


SESSION 





them to finish. 

The rismg number in student 
population with a limit to how 
many classes are being offered 
presents challenges for students 
trying to finish school. 

In addition, Hernandez said 
students can face other challenges 
outside school that hinder their ca- 
pability to make it to graduation. 

According to a Sac State press 
release, this new implementation is 
the first program to incorporate a 
broad academic discipline. 

It is the sixth degree comple- 
tion program offered through the 
College of Continuing Education, 
joining child development, psy- 
chology, career and technical stud- 
ies, criminal justice and nursing. 

According to the College of 
Continuing Education website, 
the bachelor’s degree in arts and 
letters is a multidisciplinary major 
offered in a flexible, hybrid format 
that will allow students to com- 
plete their degrees. 

Returning students will be re- 
quired to take four core courses 








that will be offered online — Text 
over time; Individual, community, 
and citizenship; Creativity, mean- 
ing, criticism; Happiness, wellbe- 
ing, and the good life. 

Foss-Snowden said the four 
classes represent what the College 
of Arts and Letters believe are 
the foundational concepts of the 
disciplines. 

“We designed the core classes 
so they could be taught by any arts 
and letters faculty,” Foss-Snowden 
said. “We love the idea of the pro- 
fessors bringing their individual 
perspectives and areas of expertise 
to the classes.” 

After completion of the four 
core courses, students may choose 
from courses offered on campus 
and online to complete the re- 
mainder of the 120 units needed 
to graduate. 

The application deadline for 
the fall semester is July 1. In order 
to apply, students must have com- 
pleted at least 84 units, including 
all lower division general educa- 
tion requirements. 
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Sessions 


NEW DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM ADDED 


In addition, students must have 
been away from college for at least 
one year and have a minimum 
GPA of 2.0. 

While each student will be ad- 
mitted on a case-by-case basis, 
Hernandez said the unit require- 
ment is intended to ensure that 
students are coming back and able 
to finish. 

According to Hernandez, tui- 
tion is based on CCE’s per-unit fee 
scale. ‘his system, in comparison 
to the University’s traditional unit- 
range tuition rates, offers greater 
flexibility for non-traditional stu- 
dents. Financial aid is available to 
students who are eligible. 

“The program truly is a dream 
solution for so many people in 
the region,” Foss-Snowden said. 
“Sometimes life gets in the way of 
earning a college degree. We want 
people to know that they can earn 
their (bachelor’s degree) from a 
school with a fantastic reputation, 
at no more cost than any Sac State 
student would pay, in a reasonable 
amount of time.” 









First 6-week session: 


Second 6-week session: 


Full 12-week session: 


Class offerings are subject to change. 
Please check the website for current 
class listings. 
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cal 


www.StateHornet.com 


9 





FIVE UNOPPOSED IN ASI ELECTION 


ELECTION DAY APPROACHES WITH SMALL NUMBER OF CANDIDATES, NO BALLOT MEASURES 


Corina Gutierrez 
@Corinagl3 1] 





Students voting in the Associat- 
ed Students, Inc. elections this year 
at Sacramento State will get to the 
polls and notice a dearth of candi- 
dates — including just one person, 
Noel Mora, running for president. 

While voting occurs April 11- 
12, students will see just one per- 
son running in five different lead- 
ership positions. Another five don’t 
have any candidates to fill the posi- 
tions. Of the 13 total positions that 
will be voted on, a total of three 
have two or more people running. 

“One of the concerns we’ve 
had about the number of can- 
didates running this year (is be- 
cause) we abolished slates,” said 
ASI Elections Officer Eli Bassett. 
“Coming with that territory, we 
kind of expected it to be a little bit 
fewer candidates running for of- 
fice, at least in this first year.” 

Bassett said that the previous 
dynamic consisted of a few peo- 
ple on the ASI Board of Directors 
who would start a slate and then 
go out and recruit other candi- 
dates to fill their positions so as to 
build a bigger slate. 

‘he reason for removing slates 
this year, according to Bassett, was 
to make the process more inclusive 
so that a student would not need 
to already be involved with ASI to 
run. 

ASI Board Associate Lisa Dal- 
ton said she thinks it’s important 
to make students aware that the 
reason the elections code changed 
was for students to not have to 
feel like they needed to be at Sac 
State for a certain amount of time, 
or know a particular group to be- 
come involved in ASI. 

“We do want any student at- 
large, as long as they meet the el- 
igibility requirements to know that 
they can run for office,” Dalton 
said. “I believe that the elections 
code does make that more fair for 





THOMAS FREY - The State Hornet 


Tony Humphreys, right, and Jose Arias-Ruiz speak at an Associated Students, Inc. election candidates program on Monday, April 2 in the University 
Union. Humphreys and Arias-Ruiz are running against each other to be vice president of academic affairs. 


everyone.” 

With only 13 total candidates 
in this election, Dalton acknowl- 
edged that voter turnout might be 
affected. 

“Historically speaking, the 
more candidates that are in any 
given election, of course you’re go- 
ing to have a lot of enthusiasm and 
that does tend to increase the voter 
turnout,” Dalton said. “I would 
hope that because we do have 
more individual candidates run- 
ning, they’re actually outreaching 
to a wider variety, casting a further 
net of all the student body, and so 
I’m very optimistic that we’ll have 
a good turnout.” 

If students don’t want to vote 
for a candidate who is running 
unopposed, they can cast.a vote 


of no confidence, essentially vot- 
ing for nobody for that particular 
position. 

“There are votes of no confi- 
dence that’ll be on the ballot and 
for every candidate that will be an 
option,” Bassett said. “Either vote 
for them or put a vote of no con- 
fidence, which just leaves the posi- 
tion vacant.” 

There are no ballot measures 
in the election this year. Bassett 
explained that those tend to be 
student-initiated. He said that if 
there is an issue students feel is im- 
portant and needs to be addressed, 
they are the ones who start the ini- 
tiative process. 

Outreach for the election con- 
sisted of sandwich board sign style 
“A-frames” advertising throughout 
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campus, a total of seven informa- 
tional sessions and a campus-wide 
email to encourage students to 
participate, according to Bassett. 

“Hopefully it’s starting to pay 
off,” Bassett said. “We’re happy 
with the candidates that have ap- 
plied; so far it’s been a good begin- 
ning of our campaign season.” 

ASI Director of Business Ad- 
ministration Jet Haresco said to 
get more students involved in the 
future, it is important to show stu- 
dents that ASI actually makes “big 
impacts. ” 

“People can be like, ‘I can do 
x, y and z, there’s changes that 
we can make, I want to start do- 
ing that.’ I think that some peo- 
ple think they don’t have the op- 
portunity to make those changes 


but we’re showing them that they 
can,” Haresco said. 

Haresco gave an example of 
how students can make an impact 
by explaining that ASI is attempt- 
ing to switch over from using blue 
books to just strictly green books to 
benefit the environment. 

Students who have a passion 
for sustainability can join the ASI 
Green Team to make changes 
such as this, according to Haresco. 

“We offer students the opportu- 
nity to grow professionally through 
being on the board of directors,” 
Haresco said. “To put it simply, 
you get to make big decisions and 
try to make big impacts. ASI also 
offers committees; that’s where stu- 
dents can really make an impact.” 
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Senior makes postseason after years of doubt 
Juarez conquers foot problems, overthinking en route to NCAA Regional 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





All that stood between a trip 
to the NCAA Regional in front 
of more than 15,000 fans and 
Sacramento State senior Annie 
Juarez’s career ending was a score 
of 9.150 or above on the uneven 
bars in her last routine of the reg- 
ular season — and a 45-minute 
wait. 

Juarez’s entire gymnastics ca- 
reer consumed her mind during 
the six-team meet, which meant 
that two teams sat out every rota- 
tion as four competed. 

After the Hornets completed 
their vault event, they waited 45 
minutes to finish. In the final rota- 
tion, Sac State would be compet- 
ing on bars, the event Juarez said 
made her want to “hurl” before 
every meet. 

But as long as Juarez — who 
said bars didn’t come naturally 
to her growing up — didn’t fall, 
she would easily eclipse the mark 
of 9.150. However, she said that 
bad thoughts kept creeping into 
her head as she remembered she 
had fallen during bars in four of 
11 meets this season. 

The 45-minute wait time was 
going more slowly for her than 
she thought it would go, and she 
thought about injuries that have 
prevented her from competing in 
a full season since she arrived on 
campus in 2015. 

Her mind also wandered to 
how, as a child, she would con- 
stantly watch and rewind her 
copy of the 2007 NCAA women’s 
gymnastics championship held at 
the very location — the Univer- 
sity of Utah in Salt Lake City — 
that she had a chance to qualify 
for. 

“IT really did start to overthink 
it,” Juarez said. “I knew I was just 
one event away from going to re- 
gionals, and bars have been hit or 
miss all year. It got to me a little. 
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Sacramento State senior gymnast Annie Juarez celebrates after performing her uneven bars routine at the Nest on March 16. Juarez scored a 9.775 
in the event and recorded a career-high 39.275 in all four events as an all-arounder on senior night. 


“Tf I continued to overthink, I 
knew I'd go down a dark path and 
my mind would not be in the right 
place, so I joked to my teammates 
and tried to stay moving as much 
as possible to keep my mind off of 
the pressure.” 

The first half of her routine 
went as planned, and Juarez said 
she knew at that time her career 
would be extended until at least 
Saturday. 

“I had to calm down and tell 
myself that my routine is not 
over,” Juarez said. 

The senior from Westfield, 
Indiana landed her bars rou- 
tine cleanly and qualified for an 
NCAA Regional for the first time 
in her career as an all-arounder. 

“If you had told me a year 


ago I would be here, I would say 
you're crazy,” Juarez said. 

Juarez has endured injuries her 
entire life, but it was never enough 
to keep her out for extended peri- 
ods of time as a youth. Growing 
up, she competed in top meets 
and at times even had higher 
scores than gymnasts who would 
go on to elite gymnastics schools 
such as UCLA and the University 
of Denver. 

She continued that pace from 
the first trme she stepped on the 
mat in her first meet as a fresh- 
man in 2015 after she scored a 
9.825 on floor and a 9.750 on the 
vault against Stanford and Cal in 
the NorCal Challenge. 

She then competed at a high 
level for the next five meets be- 


fore her season ended after doc- 
tors were afraid her foot would 
fracture. 

Juarez then missed her soph- 
omore season due to her foot, 
which doctors had to put a screw 
in. 

“She was very positive, and she 
always helped out with music and 
cheering,” said senior teammate 
Jennifer Brenner. 

During her junior season, 
Juarez said she competed in six 
meets with what she thought was 
a major foot injury. After the sea- 
son, her doctors confirmed that 
she had 
foot. This left her considering an 
end to her collegiate career after 
missing 22 of 34 meets in her first 
three seasons at Sac State. 


indeed fractured her 


“I was nervous my foot would 
never heal,” Juarez said. 

Juarez had the surgery, and 
still, she didn’t know whether she 
wanted to come back. She was 
on crutches for six weeks over the 
summer and then made the deci- 
sion to come back and go through 
rehab. 

“A lot of it was learning how to 
run properly and not put pressure 
on the wrong parts of my foot,” 
Juarez said. “Everything in rehab 
this year was basically for survival 
because my foot is so messed up.” 

When the season began in the 
NorCal Classic at Stanford on 
Jan. 8, Juarez had been told by 
doctors that her foot wasn’t fully 
healed. However, she was in a po- 
sition to compete in three events 
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Sacramento State senior gymnast Annie Juarez competes on the uneven bars at the Nest on Friday, March 9, 


2018. Juarez was one of three Hornets to qualify for an NCAA Regional. 


for the first time in her career 
and decided to not pass up the 
opportunity. 

Juarez then competed in four 
events during the following meet 
as an all-arounder for the first 
time in her career. During her 
first three meets in that spot, she 
counted at least one fall and failed 
to score above a 38. 

Everything changed as the 
calendar rolled from January to 
February and the Hornets took 
a trip to the University of Alaska 
Anchorage on Feb. 3. She started 
the meet with a career-high on 
the balance beam and then hit an 
even higher score on floor before 
hitting a solid score on vault to set 


herself up on bars. 

On bars, Juarez said every- 
thing clicked during her most 
challenging event and she nailed 
skill after skill before finishing with 
a perfect landing. After punching 
the air and jumping with excite- 
ment, she hugged and celebrated 
her teammates after earning a 
career-high score of 39.125 as an 
all-arounder. 

“Those inconsistencies at the 
beginning of the season were 
growing pains,” said coach Ran- 
dy Solorio. “With her patience 
and her perseverance, all of a 
sudden her confidence was, ‘Oh, 
I can do this.’ ” 

She hit career highs in her next 





two meets and by the time the 
team reached its final meet of the 
season, Juarez had five meets with 
a score above 39. All she needed 
was a score of 38.575 to clinch a 
trip to an NCAA Regional. 

Juarez experienced three 
strong routines on beam, floor 
and vault before qualifying for the 
postseason in the event she found 
the most difficult. 

“For her to come back from all 
of her injuries is just an underdog 
story in itself,” said senior Caitlin 
Soliwoda. “I’ve watched her all 
four years struggle; most people 
would just quit with the pain she 
is still in.” 
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Senior Courtney Soliwoda 
has reached an NCAA Re- 
gional for a second straight 
season on the balance beam. 
She has now recorded a sea- 
}son-high 9.875 on the event 
three times this season. 
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Senior Caitlin Soliwoda is 
headed to her second con- } 
secutive NCAA Regional as 
an all-arounder. She has had } 
15 scores of 9.800 or above | 
this season. | 
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Senior Jennifer Brenner has 
qualified for a second straight 
appearance in an NCAA Re- 
gional on the balance beam. 
Brenner has recorded a sea- 
son-high 9.875 on the event 
three times this season. 
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Senior Annie Juarez quali- 
fied for the postseason for the 
first time in her career as an 
all-arounder. She had a ca- 
reer-high 9.900 in her final 
home meet on senior night. 


ANNIE JUAREZ 
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Sacramento State senior Danielle Brandon clears the bar during her pole volt event at the Mondo Team Challenge at Hornet Stadium on Saturday, March 31, 2018. Brandon took first 
place and cleared a height of 12-11.50, four inches higher than her competition. 


SETTING THE BAR HIGH 


HORNETS HOST MONDO TEAM CHALLENGE 


Photos and reporting by Emily Rabasto 
@EmilyRabasto 








The Sacramento State women’s triple jump athletes nearly swept the podium, while the men’s 4x100 
meter relay team missed their second handoff during the Mondo Team Challenge at Hornet Stadium on 
Saturday. 

The meet featured track and field athletes from seven schools around the country including the University 
of North Dakota, Southern Illinois University, Long Beach State, UC Irvine, UC Riverside and the Univer- 
sity of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

The Hornets claimed the women’s team title in the meet, while the men finished third behind South- 
ern Illinois and Long Beach State. Individually, some Sac State athletes recorded personal bests during the 
competition, 

The Hornets will compete next at the Rafer Johnson/Jackie Joyner-Kersee Invitational on April 14, then 
head to ‘Torrance for the Mt. SAC Relays from April 19-20. 
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From golf to rafting to biking, here are 10 things you can do outside in the Sacramento area this spring. 
by Nick Koeneke and Gabriel Ionica // @ TheKoenekeHour @ HgnleYCSGO 
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01. HORNBLOWER CRUISE 


Want to experience the American and Sacramento rivers like never be- 
fore? Consider Hornblower Cruises for an hour-long journey. Enjoy a one- 
hour cruise on the water and see where the American and Sacramento 
rivers come together to experience the natural beauty of the waterway. 
The cost is $20 per person. 


02. RIWERCATS GAME 


With baseball season full speed ahead, why not enjoy the sunshine at a 
Sacramento River Cats game? The Triple A affiliate to the San Francisco 
Giants, the River Cats began their season Monday at Raley Field in West 
Sacramento. With great food and action all spring and summer long, a 
River Cats game is a great way to spend an afternoon or evening soaking 
up what professional baseball has to offer. 


03. SACRAMENTO 200 


Want to experience wildlife without traveling too far? Consider a trip to 
the Sacramento Zoo, where you can see an array of wildlife. Be sure to 
check out the newly-remodeled chimpanzee exhibit. There are also occa- 
sional special events, such as Star Wars Day on April 28. Tickets cost $15 
for adults, and the zoo is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. 


04. PICNIC DAY 


UC Davis Picnic Day is an annual event, happening on April 21 this year, 
meant to celebrate the spring season. More than 200 activities will take 
place throughout campus, including exhibits, shows, athletic events, a pa- 
rade and more. For the college student over the age of 21, experiencing 
the night life is a great way to end the day, with jam-packed bar scenes 
across the college town. 


05. PEAK ADVENTURES 


If you like rafting, biking, rock climbing and other similar activities, why not 
go on a trip with Sacramento State's very own Peak Adventures? If you're 
a Sac State student, you can go hiking along the scenic Point Reyes coast 
for only $27 or go on a mountain biking trip for $35. Peak Adventures has a 
list on its website showing all of the group's upcoming activities. . 
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Want to enjoy the outdoors while sipping down an ice 
cold beer? The Sac Brew Bike offers a unique way to do so. 
According to the official website, Sac Brew Bike allows you 
to experience “the best bars and craft beer Sacramento 
has to offer.” While you bike around town, the 15-passen- 
ger bike will make stops at various bars. If you can find 14 
beer enthusiasts to join you on this bike, it will cost about 
$20 per person. 


07. SUTTER’S FORT 


If you fancy local history, why not mosey over to Sutter's 
Fort? The fort was built in 1839 by John Sutter and served 
as an agricultural and trade colony in the Mexican Alta 
California province. It is preserved to look the same way 
it did back in the 19th century, complete with volunteers 
who dress up as people from the era. Admission costs $5 
for adults. This activity is a must for any history buff. 


O08. FAIRYTALE TOWN 


Maybe you have children, or maybe you're just a child at 
heart. If you love fairy tales but still want to spend time 
outdoors, Fairytale Town should be your No. 1 destination 
in Sacramento. This storybook-themed, kid-oriented park 
features a small petting zoo, gardens and even a cafe. 
Admission costs $5 on weekdays and $6 on weekends and 
holidays. Children aged 1 and under get in for free. 


09. LAND PARK 


lf you're more of a jogging type of person, William Land 
Regional Park in South Sacramento is the place for you. 
With 166.5 acres of nature, complete with jogging paths 
and several lakes, this is a great way to take time out in 
nature without taking a road trip somewhere too far. 


10. HAGGIN OAKS 


Last but not least, the City of Trees has some pretty rockin’ 
golf courses. The one that gets the most talk, however, is 
Haggin Oaks. Open since 1932, it boasts “two champion- 
ship golf courses, a world-class teaching facility with over 
15 golf professionals, more than 10 different junior, senior, 
group and private programs and a 100 stall, lighted driv- 
ing range that includes over 100 stalls, five practice greens, 
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Six-day festival to highlight student, faculty works 
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Festival of the Arts will run from April 10-15 and feature art, music, theater, dance 


Robby Sanchez 
@/ts_ Robby 





This year’s Festival of the Arts 
is a six-day showcase running from 
April 10-15 that will highlight the 
talents of students and faculty at 
Sacramento State. The festival will 
include art, music, theater, dance. 
discussions and presentations. 

The festival will include events 
such as a performance of “A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream,” a dance 
performance, a talk about art his- 
tory and renowned jazz trumpeter 
Dave Douglas performing with 
Sac State’s own nationally-recog- 
nized Jazz Ensembles. 


‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ 

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” is a Shakespearean play 
that will be performed from April 
11-22 in the University ‘Theatre. 

This performance will be di- 
rected by theater and dance fac- 
ulty member Christine Nicholson 
and will run for a total of seven 
shows with opening night on April 
11 at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $18, or $15 for se- 
niors, students, faculty and staff, 
and $12 for youth ages 3-12 and 
may be purchased through the 
Hornet Ticket Office. 


Sacramento Dance Sampler 

These performances will fea- 
ture a diverse group of profession- 
al dance companies from around 
Northern California. 

Some of these groups include 
Dynamic EnerG, Yemaya Salsa, 
the Linda Bair Co. and Midtown 
Stomp, with music drawn from the 
big band and electronic genres. 

‘The performances will be on 
April 14 and 15 with each day 
having two performances at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. in Solano Hall 1010. 

Tickets are $12 for this event 
and may also be _ purchased 
through the Hornet ‘Ticket Office. 


U-Create! 

Coming back to the festival for 
its fourth year is U-Create!, a cel- 
ebration to showcase research and 
creative activities by Sac State fac- 
ulty and students. 

U-Create! 
music, dance performances, stu- 


wil feature live 
dent readings and other featured 
showcases. 

This event kicks off April 10 at 
9:30 p.m. and will take place at the 
Verge Center for the Arts, Beatnik 
Studios and Insight Coffee Roast- 
ers. [he festival will also include a 
street fair on 7th Street between S 
Street and Rice Alley. 


Jazz Ensembles with 
guest Dave Douglas 

Sac State’s award-winning Jazz 
Ensembles are welcoming a two- 
time Grammy-nominated trum- 
peter, Dave Douglas, to perform 
with them in the Capistrano Con- 
cert Hall on Friday, April 13 at 8 
p-m. 

Tickets are free for Sac State 
music students. For everyone else, 
tickets can be purchased online 
through the Hornet Ticket Office 
or in person at the Capistrano Box 


Office. 


Sunday Funday 

This all-day celebration closes 
out the festival. 

Some events include Japan Day 
in the Library Quad, “A Spectrum 
of Sculpture” presented by the art 
education department in the li- 
brary breezeway and a Kids Zone 
in the grassy area east of Capist- 
rano Hall. 

Events with scheduled times in- 
clude a musical petting zoo held by 
Mu Phi Epsilon starting at noon 
next to Capistrano Hall, a “Gold- 
ilocks and the ‘Three Sharks” pup- 
pet show at noon in the Studio 
Theatre, and Dancespace perfor- 
mances in Solano Hall 1010 at 2 
and 7 p.m. 
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Photo courtesy of Craig Koscho/University Communications 


Sacramento State's Pep Band kicked things off at U-Create! Street Faire 2016. U-Create is back again, 
featuring more live music as well as dance performances, student readings and other featured showcases. 





Photo courtesy of Craig Koscho/University Communications 


Leanne Ruiz, left, Christopher Salango, middle, and Laila Shabazz rehearse a number for the Sacramento 
Dance Sampler at this year’s upcoming Festival of the Arts. 








Check out the California Intern Network. 


Find paid internships in your field of study at our website, calinterns.org! Through the 
California Intern Network, you'll have an opportunity to work part time in California 
with employers such as Sutter Health, California Department of Transportation 
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Students hired for positions through the California Intern Network are employees of University Enterprises, Inc. (UE), not Sacramento State or the State of California. 
California Intern Network is a full-service program of University Enterprises, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit, tax-exempt, auxiliary organization serving California State University. 








COPINION 


5 ways ASI can sta 


WITH A BUDGET — 
THIS BIG, ASI COULD 
REVOLUTIONIZE THE 
CAMPUS AND EASE 
THE BURDEN ON 
EVERY WALLET 


A multi-million dollar organi- 
zation on campus that gives stu- 
dents massive discounts on tuition 
and training in a multitude of 
skills is being categorically un- 
derutilized by the campus. 

It’s called Associated Students 
Inc., and it could change this 
campus if used to its capacity. 

As is, that isn’t happening. Of 
the 13 voted-in positions students 
can run for, five have no candi- 
date and another five have one 
student running unopposed. Last 
year, only three positions had 
more than one candidate. ‘There 
are no ballot measures to consider 
this year, either. 

With a budget of over $9 mil- 
lion, ASI has the potential to make 
a bigger impact for Sac State, but 
it needs more student involve- 
ment and more ideas about how 
to spend its money. 

Here are our ideas. 


Textbook reserve 

It would probably only consti- 
tute a fraction of $9 million, but 
ASI should buy reserve copies of 
as many class textbooks as possi- 
ble and make them available for 
students to rent on-site in the Uni- 
versity Library. 

At nearby American River 
College, many class textbooks 
are available in the library for 
students to read or do assign- 
ments out of for up to two hours 
a checkout. 

With tuition due to rise by 
$228 next year — the second 
consecutive year of CSU tuition 
increases — such a move by ASI 
would not only help students off- 
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Sacramento State Associated Students, Inc. Election Officer Isaac Curtis talks during a presentation in the Walnut Room in the second floor of the 
University Union on Feb. 23, 2017. Last year’s elections were short on candidates, and this year's elections have even fewer students running. 


set added costs but would help 
students financially 
struggling and can’t lay down a 
hundred dollars for a textbook get 
their assignments done and keep 
up with class reading. 


who are 


Events center 

Then-Sacramento State Pres- 
ident Alexander Gonzalez pro- 
posed a project in 2004 called 
Destination 2010, which includ- 
ed renovations to existing facili- 
ties as well as the introduction of 
new buildings — including the 
addition of The WELL, which 
happened, and an events center, 
which still doesn’t exist. 

At the time, students passed 
referendum to increase the Uni- 
versity Union/WELL portion of 
student fees. Students today are 
still paying these fees — $337 per 
semester — and deserve an events 
center that Sac State also needs. 

The arena could be a new, 
cheaper home for graduation cer- 
emonies, as the University contin- 
ues to pay large amounts for cer- 
emonies at the Golden | Center 
downtown. 

Furthermore, the arena could 


be offered to all of Northern Cal- 


ifornia as a cheaper alternative to 
Golden | Center for other events 
like concerts, sports tournaments 
and graduations. 

It would also give a boost to the 
University’s basketball, volleyball, 
gymnastics and STUNT pro- 
grams that currently compete in 
The Nest, which is small enough 
to potentially hamper both re- 
cruiting and revenue efforts. 

While $9 million couldn’t fund 
an entire events center, it could 
give the project a much-needed 
boost. 


Addressing food insecurity 
ASI could use its funds to bet- 
ter address food and housing inse- 
curity in the Sac State community. 
A 2018 study covering all 23 
California State University cam- 
puses found that 41.6 percent of 
students have had a problem with 
food security in the past year. 
The ASI Food Pantry is a 
welcome addition to this cam- 
pus. The ASI Board of Directors 
should work to improve the food 
pantry and make students more 
aware of its presence. ‘To start, it 
should be open to students every 
day of the week, and the hours 


should be extended. 

The Pop Up Pantry is also a 
great opportunity for students to 
get fresh produce at no cost out- 
side The WELL on selected Mon- 
days. ASI should use its resources 
to make the pantry available ev- 
ery Monday. 

What if ASI sponsored meal 
plans for students in need, too? 
That would give students access 
to hot meals right here on cam- 
pus. The meal plans could be of- 
fered on a case-by-case basis, for 
as long as the student is facing 
food insecurity. 


Housing co-op 

We’ve written about a co-op 
dorm system in this space before; 
other universities have made it 
work, with the Berkeley Student 
Cooperative at UC Berkeley be- 
ing the closest and best example. 

Students who work as a part of 
the co-op have rent costs nearly 
halved as long as they are work- 
ing five hours a week within the 
community. A student working 
at minimum wage would have to 
work 40 hours a month to cover 
that cost. 

The Berkeley co-op houses 


over 1,300 people at any given 
time, only 800 or so less than the 
residence halls at Sac State. ASI 
could easily be the largest funder 
in a program like this. ‘The Berke- 
ley co-op is a non-profit organi- 
zation and the Sac State version 
could be the same. 


Parking garage 

Does this one even need to be 
explained? Maybe it would be ex- 
cessive, but it sure seems like this 
campus could use more parking. 

Maybe ASI could pitch in 
to help Sac State build another 
parking garage on campus, one 
that might finally make parking 
before a day of classes stress-free. 

A new garage could go in Lot 
10, which is currently the easiest 
place to find a spot, mainly be- 
cause it is so far from the heart 
of campus. Or it could go some- 
where on campus that currently 
has a flat lot, like Lots 7, 8 and 9. 

One more garage adding a sig- 
nificant number of spaces could 
be exactly what the school needs 
to remove the congestion on cam- 
pus. Build upward, not outward. 
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College programs are caught breaking unfair 
rules that exploit best athletes in the country 


Dominique Walker 
@Domo Walk 





March Madness is over, and it is now 
time for college sports fans, basketball fans 
in particular, to prepare for a turbulent 
offseason. 

When games start next fall, we may 
know a lot more about our favorite bal- 
lers and how much they were paid to go 
to school. 

It started when Yahoo! Sports reported 
that several elite college basketball pro- 
grams have been linked to giving some top 
recruits improper financial and other ben- 
efits that would affect their amateurism. 

Federal agei..s showed hundreds of 
documents and intercepted more than 
4.000 calls across 330 days monitoring sev- 
eral targets in this case. 

The most amount of money that has 
been reported so far is that Arizona’s head 
coach Sean Miller discussed bringing in 
freshman standout player and likely top-3 
pick in the upcoming NBA Draft Deandre 
Ayton for $100,000. 

The evidence shows that there is an 
underground economy for college recruit- 
ing. The reporting, briefly superseded by 
one of the most exciting championship 
tournaments in recent memory, is likely to 
continue. 

This doesn’t surprise many people, and 
the NCAA is truly to blame. 

College athletics is a billion-dollar busi- 
ness for the NCAA. However, college ath- 
letes don’t get paid. 

Some athletes can get a full scholar- 
ship, but the amount of scholarship funds 
and other benefits student-athletes get at 
high-profile institutions sometimes isn't 
even close to how much a university can 
rake in. 

According to CBS Sports, in 2017 
Alabama’s football program reported- 
ly brought in $108.2 million in revenue, 
$45.9 million of that in profit. Business 
Insider reported that the Duke men’s bas- 
ketball program made $27 million in 2014. 

With all of this money being thrown 
around we seem to forget who is getting 
short changed in this whole situation: the 
college athletes. | 


The only way that the NC. “.\ can make 
things fair for players is to at least pay the 
athletes some kind of portion of the profit 
they bring in. 

The collective bargaining agreement 
b« cen the NBA and its players means 
players and the league’s owners split reve- 
nue down the middle. 

Can college players retain their nghts 
to scholarships and receive 25 percent of 
profits, perhaps? 

This might mean that some athletes will 
be close to millionaires in college, but it’s 
only a quarter of what they bring to the 
table and also a small percentage of what 
their coaches are getting paid. 

If a school wants to invest $100,000 in a 
player to make sure he or she goes to their 
school, it shouldn’t be illegal: it should be 
welcomed. 

Business Insider also mentioned that 
if athletes were in a free market like the 
NBA, the average player at Duke would be 
worth $1.3 million while Louisville basket- 
ball players would be worth $1.5 million. 

It’s a business, anyway. The schools that 
can get the best players win more games, 
increasing their popularity and therefore 
making more money in the long run. 

But alternatives are on the horizon for 
prospective college-aged athletes. ‘The 
NBA is currently trying to legitimize its 
minor league, The G League, as an op- 
tion for basketball players coming out of 
high school, as well as reform its rules on 
when a player can join the NBA. Ending 
the current one-and-done cycle of college’s 
best players might also move the NCAA to 
change its scholarship system for good. 

Another reason why these athletes 
should be allowed to get paid is that when 
they are in season, it’s like having a full- 
time job. 

In season, an athlete can be doing 
sport-related activities up to 40 hours per 
week. 

The NCAA has been milking its ath- 
letes for too long. 

Until people are actually paid for their 
time equally and fairly, the underground 
economy will continue. 
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Reform needed to end not-so-secret cheating in NCA 
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Louisville point guard Peyton Siva holds up the winning trophy after winning the Division | 
NCAA men’s basketball championship in 2013. The title has since been vacated after the 
program was discovered to have committed multiple recruitment violations. 
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